How to manage diabetes in advanced terminal illnesses.
Diabetes mellitus is increasing in incidence and is therefore being encountered more frequently during palliative care. Diabetes management in the early stages of terminal disease is normally the same as conventional care. However, in the later stages of terminal illness there are a number of problems that may arise due to diabetes treatment, including hypoglycaemia and hyperglycaemia, which may impair the patient's quality of life. This article will address some of these problems and their management.